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I. PURPOSE: 

 To outline the procedural steps for insuring safe medication practices when administrating new or 

first time medications to NH Department of Corrections (NHDOC) patients. 

  

II. APPLICABILITY: 

 To all NHDOC prescribing practitioners and nursing staff. 

  

III. POLICY: 

 It is the policy of the NH Department of Corrections that all patients who are in receipt of new 

medications or are receiving a medication for the first time, when clinically indicated, will be 

monitored by a member of the nursing staff for the first 24 hours of usage.  

  

IV. PROCEDURE: 

 A. When prescribing a new/first time medication, the prescriber will: 

  1. Write an order for the medication; 

  2. Review all current orders for duplication of therapy, drug interactions and/or   

   contraindications to therapy; 

  3. With the new medications that the practitioner wants monitored, the practitioner will  

   write an order for a next day nursing appointment with a corresponding clinical note  

   indicating the need. 

 B. Nursing Staff will: 

  1. When transcribing the order a nurse appointment will be scheduled for the next day. 

  2. Monitor the patient’s response to the new therapy and document the effects from the  

   first doses in a progress note.  Notify the practitioner when clinically indicated. 

 C. All patients will be informed to go to Health Services Sick Call if they have any concerns or  

  questions regarding the new medication. 
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